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A NEW SPECIES OF BRACHYLACON FROM HAWAII 
(COLEOPTERA: ELATERIDAE) 


A 
HITOO OHIRA! AND EDWARD C. BECKER? 


ABSTRACT 


Brachylacon (Brachylacon) beardsleyi, new species, is described from 
Oahu, Hawaii. This is the first report of the genus from Hawaii. 


In March 1977, E. C. Becker found 5 specimens of an unidentified species 
of Brachylacon’ in the collection of the University of Hawaii, Oahu. The 
genus has not previously been reported from Hawaii and since all of the 
specimens were taken in the area west of Pearl Harbor, it seems very likely 
that the species is an imported one, probably from Melanesia or Southeast 
Asia. They were collected over a three-year period, so there is no doubt that 
the species is established on Oahu. This species does not match any of the 
species known to us or to Miss Christine von Hayek, British Museum (Nat- 
ural History), London, therefore we believe that it is new to science. 


Brachylacon (Brachylacon) beardsleyi Ohira and Becker, new species 
Figs. 1, 2 


Male. Length 5.4-6.6 mm, width 2.2-2.6 mm. Body oblong-ovate, moderately con- 
vex and slightly shining; surface dark brown except for head, antennae, sides of pro- 
notum and elytra, most parts of venter, and legs lighter brown; pubescence decum- 
bent, pale yellow-brown except blackish-brown on disc of pronotum and disc of 
elytra. 

Head rather small; broadly, shallowly, longitudinally impressed between 
eyes, strongly impressed between antennal insertions; surface coarsely, deeply, ru- 
gosely punctate. Antenna short, failing to reach apex of posterior angle of pronotum 
by length of apical 3 segments; basal segment robust, subcylindrical; second small, 
subglobular; third distinctly longer than second and shorter than fourth, subcylin- 
drical; fourth to tenth acutely serrate; last segment subovate. 

Pronotum trapezoidal, 0.8 times as long as wide (length and width measured at 
median); sides subparallel for basal two-thirds or very slightly wider near middle, 
then clearly converging towards slightly acuminate anterior angles; disc moder- 
ately convex; punctures deep, evenly spaced, separated by about their own diam- 
eters; interspaces flat, smooth; posterior margin of antescutellal portion slightly 
elevated; each posterior angle flattened, with slightly acute apex, without carina. 
Scutellum flattened, shield-shaped, with sides constricted near base; punctate; pu- 
bescent. 

Elytra about 1.9 times as long as its basal width, sides gradually dilated towards 
basal third, then rounded and gradually converging towards rounded apex; striae 
unimpressed, punctures separated by their own diameters on disc, closer and coarser 
on sides; intervals flat, each with one row of smaller punctures separated by 1-2 
times their own diameters. 


‘Entomological Laboratory, Aichi University of Education, Kariya, Japan. 

*Biosystematics Research Institute, Agriculture Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 

‘Under von Hayek’s (1973) classification, Brachylacon is considered as a synonym of Adelo- 
cera, however, the senior author prefers to consider these as distinct genera. 
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Prosternum with a pair of subparallel carinae extending from coxal cavities half- 
way to apex. Propleuron with well-defined tarsal groove diverging slightly from 
prosternal suture; posterior area without punctures, reticulate and broadly excavate 
to receive femur and tibia in repose; posterior margin of excavated area carinate, an- 
terior margin not sharply defined, but strongly differentiated by punctation; punc- 
tures slightly smaller and closer than those on pronotum. Metasternum with each 
tarsal groove sharply defined posteriorly, less so anteriorly, with slight curve at 
apical third, and terminating at lateral margin about two-thirds the length of meta- 
sternum; punctures similar to those on propleuron. Hind coxal plate with small 
tooth near inner fifth. Abdomen with punctures similar to those on propleuron. Ae- 
deagus as figured (Fig. 1). 

Female. Indistinguishable from male without dissection. 

Distribution. Oahu Island, Hawaii. 

Holotype male. Ewa, Oahu Is., IX-1975, J. W. Beardsley, light trap. Paratypes: 1 
male, Waipahu Pump, Oahu Is., 25-VIII-1974; 1 female, Waipam, Oahu Is., 23-X- 
1974; 1 female, Ewa, Oahu Is., 29-VII-1976; 1 male, Ewa, Oahu Is., 10-XI-1976. All 
were taken by J. W. Beardsley at a light trap. 


Remarks. This new species is somewhat allied to Brachylacon (Brachy- 
lacon) perraudierei Fleutiaux, 1927, from Cambodia, but it is distinguished 
from the latter by having the body larger, more robust, and darker in color, 
by having the pronotal disc more sparsely and evenly punctate, and by 
having the third antennal segment distinctly longer than the second. 


Fig. 1, aedeagus and some segments of male antenna of Brachylacon (B) 


beardsleyi Ôhira and Becker. 
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Fig. 2, dorsal aspect of Brachylacon (B.) beardsleyi Ohira and Becker. 


Brachylacon (Brachylacon) beardsleyi and Lacon modestus (Boisduval) 
are the only members of the subfamily Agrypninae reported from Hawaii, 
but neither is native to the islands. These species are easily distinguished 
because specimens of B. beardsleyi have deep, distinct tarsal grooves on the 
propleura and metasternum and the prosternal sutures are excavated for 
about half their lengths, whereas in L. modestus each propleuron has a 
slight tarsal depression, the metasternum has no depressions, and the pro- 
sternal suture is excavated for its entire length. 

The holotype is deposited in the Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Two paratypes are in the collection of the University of Hawaii, Honolulu, 
and one each in the Aichi University of Education, Kariya, Japan, and the 
Canadian National Collection, Ottawa (Type No. 15,446). 
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